Disparities in Services for Latino Children in Kentucky’s Child Welfare System by Carter, Sylvia L
Description & Explanation of the Research Process 
 I have submitted my Spanish Capstone project entitled Las disparidades en servicios por 
los niños latinos en la protección de los niños en kentucky: Disparities in Services for Latino 
Children in Kentucky’s Child Welfare System. The original project was entirely in Spanish but 
has been translated to reach broader audiences. This project was completed over one semester, 
the Fall of 2020, but in many ways, this project is the culmination of four years of studying 
Spanish at EKU. My favorite part of developing this project was seeing the marriage between my 
Social Work studies and my Spanish studies in one clear place, a starting point for the work I 
will be doing after graduation.  
Research Lessons 
 Throughout my time at EKU, I have been granted the opportunity to conduct my own 
research in many different areas. For example, I have completed an Honors Thesis presented 
work at several local, regional, and national conferences, and I am currently completing a 
Capstone project for my Social Work degree. Despite all of this experience, developing this 
Spanish Capstone was a complicated and ever-changing process.  
 I settled early on in the semester on my topic. I plan to work for the Cabinet for Health 
and Family Services once I graduate and I have always had a passion for advocating for Latino 
communities in order to aid in their access to services and resources. I had several semesters of 
background upon entering this class, which granted me the understanding that there are 
thousands of Latino children in the state of Kentucky, but that their needs are not fully met. I 
took this central idea to develop my research questions: How many Latino families are involved 
in the child welfare system? What resources are available for these families? And most 
importantly—How do the quality of services for Latino children compare to their White 
counterparts?  
 I began by researching general information about services for Latino children in the child 
welfare system across the country. For this, I utilized the Advanced Search feature through 
EBSCOhost. I collected approximately 15 articles on child welfare practioners working with 
Latino children and outcomes for Latino children involved in the child welfare system. I read the 
abstracts to weed out articles that were irrelevant to the research. Additionally, I limited the 
articles to those published in the United States in the past 10 years. The child welfare system in 
the United States is vastly different from other countries and always evolving, so I wanted to 
ensure the research I was collecting were up-to-date and relevant to our American child welfare 
system. As I read through these articles, I noted popular sources the authors such as the 
Children’s Bureau, the Children’s Trends Data Base, and the U.S. Census Bureau to research 
later.  
 I then read through these articles, took notes on them, and analyzed the articles utilizing 
the format required by Dr. Abbey Poffenberger for the Bibliografia/Annotated bibliography 
assignments. I completed 10 of these Bibliografias to analyze the documents for class credit, as 
well as analyzing the remaining articles on my own.  
 I realized, however, that it was difficult to find specific statistics about Latino children in 
Kentucky using EBSCOhost. I turned to Google Scholar instead. Through Google Scholar I 
found other relevant information and added these articles for my own analysis, but I still was 
missing the data I needed to analyze and compare outcomes for Latino and White children. 
Therefore, I scheduled an appointment with Clay Howard at the EKU library over Zoom. This 
consultation was the most helpful experience throughout my research. Mr. Howard suggested I 
use Google to search for relevant documents, but that I limit my Google searches to .org or .gov 
sites. This was a new skill for me. Once I began utilizing this tool, I was able to find useful 
resources from Kentucky’s Cabinet for Health and Family Services and other related 
organizations.  
 From my research, I was pleasantly surprised to see that the disparities in services are not 
as stark as I had anticipated. However, the research confirmed my hypothesis that disparities did 
exist and that there is a need for improvement of services, particularly in Eastern Kentucky.  
Search Tools 
 I used a variety of search tools in my research. I began with Advanced search through 
EBSCOhost, because I am very familiar with it. This helped me to find background information 
about Latino children in the child welfare system. I tried to vary my search terms to find different 
information, all relevant to the topic. For example, I searched “Latino or Hispanic or Latinx” and 
“child welfare or child protective services or child protection.” I would switch these out with 
other related search terms such as “child abuse or child maltreatment or child neglect.” I would 
then limit my search to the past 10 years and exclusively Academic Journals. Once I found a 
seemingly useful article, I would make sure it originated from the United States and then read the 
abstract to determine its relevance.  
 I utilized a very similar process in Google Scholar, but more specifically to the state of 
Kentucky. I would search terms such as “Latino or Hispanic children in child welfare Kentucky,” 
with the range of years limited to the past 10 years. This helped to expand my collection of 
research articles.  
 Finally, after meeting with Clay Howard, I used Google to search for articles from .gov 
or .org sites. I learned to format my searches as follows: “Latino children child welfare 
site:ky.gov” to restrict my searches to sites from ky.gov. This was very useful in finding 
documents published through the state government with statistics on child maltreatment.  
Conclusion 
 The resources provided by the library made the completion of this Capstone project 
possible. I hope to continue using this research to improve the wellbeing and quality of services 
available to Hispanic and Latino children in the state. That would not be possible without the 
dedicated  staff and services the of the EKU library.   
